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Scotland, measured in values, was metaphysics. It was to this University that more than one Prime Minister came to Scotland to sit at the feet of Dugald Stewart. The penetration of English practice by Scottish reflection was one of the most fruitful results of the Union, and still is happily proceeding in the person of our distinguished Chairman {the Earl of Balfour)."
Whatever Mr. Baldwin's personal opinion may be as to the Union, according to Tory valuations, it was only a secondary disaster to the union of the Crowns. The first export had in fact been the idiosyncracies of its dynasty. These saw the unity of the red rose, dissolve in the discord of the white. For the rest Scottish reflection has managed to synthetise since the Union the entire organic development of English polity.
It was in 1641 that the Grand Remonstrance was moved. That, in effect, was a gracious reply to the speech from the throne. The Stuarts considered it an affront to authority, but it was only the natural consequence of abandoning the profound, if somewhat irrational, Tudor conception of a people's King. Logic may suit the lowland Scot, but the English do not understand it. They have only flirted with it to produce anarchy. The individualist saw the King as a person, the traditional thinker had always understood him as an Estate of the Realm. The Crown was reflected differently in the two types of mentality. These types have remained through history in varying degrees as the opposing forces in two-party government. The Cavalier mind declared for the living symbol of authority, the Roundhead for the abstract notion of liberty. When Hampden refused to pay Ship money he excited much the same execration and applause as the "little navy" man before the Great War. The Cavalier refused to recognise that the pursuit of an ideal was any compensation for the waning glory of the Elizabethan Navy. The Roundhead preferred an ideal to a Navy.